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Dear Class of 2012:
The entire PCOM community joins me in extending heartfelt cong1;atulations
to you - GA·PCOM's 4th osteopathic medical graduating class. It has been a great
privilege walking life's journey with you. Your wisdom, caring, and generosity of
spirit have touched us deeply. You h ave helped the a 'e orgia Campus and its
osteopathic medical progran1 mature and th rive . Health care in and around Georgia
is already being enhanced by PCOM graduates. You will add to their proud legacy.
)

Your osteopathic medical educat ion will provide you with the greatest gift
hu1nan existence has to offer · the knowledge that the lives of others have been
1nacle brighter by virtue of your presence in them. As you touch mind, body, and
spirit to promote healing in others, I hope that your life will be filled with joy and
purpose.
You will always be pa1't of the P COM Family, and we hope you will stay in
touch, sharing your many successes with us. With each new success, you will also
create new opportunities for PCOM gr aduates who succeed you.
We wish you all the best, always .
With war1nes t regards,

Matthew Schure, Ph.D.
President
MS/lml
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Dean and ChiifAcademic O.fficer
Professor of Surgery

PCOM
Dear class of 2012 :

I am excited that I have the opportunity to write to you on the eve of your graduation from the Georgia
Campus Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. It is a privilege that I may share my thoughts with
you as Dean and have the honor of signing your diploma. I look forward to placing each of your hoods
acknowledging your successful completion of your training and all your hard work.

We can all well remember your first day in Suwanee with your excitement and feeling of accomplishment
that you had obtained your goal of a medical education. Accompany this was the trepidation of hard work
and the many challenges ahead. You made your way through SPOM ahd cadaver dissection as well as
multiple other intense hard courses. Many hours were spent studying in the library and quiet comers,
practicing in the OMM lab and drinking much caffeine. All of this hard work paid off with your excellent
performances as clinical clerks in your third and fourth year. You have endured the COMLEX board
examinations and the anxiety of participating in the match process. We are proud to see the residencies that
you have all earned by these years of hard work.

The faculty and I look forward to hearing of your further achievements as residents, attending physicians
and community leaders. It is with pride that we the faculty and family of PCOM know that we participated,
in some small part, helping you reach your goal. We are now and always will be, proud that you are alumni
of GA-PCOM. As you walk across the stage, I am humbled to be able shake your hand and continue the
proud tradition of PCOM.

My Warmest Regards Always,

6 25 OLD PEACHTREE ROAD NW • SUWANEE • GEORG I A

30024 • www .p com . edu
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OMT Fellows
Each year (beginning in 2011) the Department of Osteopathic
Manipulative Medicine selects two students to serve as Undergraduate
OMM Teaching Fellows. The students serve a one-year term, integrated
tnto the clinical years, assisting the OMM Department by giving lectures,
working in the lab, grading during Rractica1 exams and holding group .and
individual tutoring sessions. The Fellows also treat patients . with
musculoskeletal complaints in the new Osteopathic Care Center.

Maurice A. Alston, D.O.

First, I would like to thank God, without him I would not be where
I am today. Next, I would like to thank my wife. She has been my
backbone to help me forage on to meet this goal. I also want to
thank the rest of my family and friends for their continued
encouraging words. I have met many people at my places of
employment, and they all can tell you that I was always focused on .
achieving my goal of becoming a doctor. So, to those who read
these words, once you set your mind on something keep your head
up and stay focused. If I can achieve this great honor of becoming
a physician, then you can too. Finally, to all those I mentioned
here ... We Made It!

Hometown: Thomaston, GA
Undergraduate Education: University of West Georgia, B.S. Biology

1

1
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In the name of God, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful:
Closing this chapter of my life,
And within my head knowledge oh so rife,
I now gaze at the future ahead,
Learning from past mistakes misread,
Marching on this marathon called life,
To the beat of the drum and the strife-less fife,
My eyes plenty aglow,
With the heart no more so low,
I leave you with these words of wisdom,
For every thing there is a purpose,
For every action there is a meaning,
For every word,
An intention inferred.

Sadid Askarian, D.O., M.P.H

Peace.

"There are moments when one feels free from one's own identification with human limitations
and inadequacies. At such moments one imagines that one stands on some spot of a small
planet, gazing in amazement at the cold yet profoundly moving beauty of the eternal, the
unfathomable; life and death flow into one, and there is neither evolution nor destiny; only
Being." Quoted from Albert Einstein.

Hometown: Marietta, GA, United States
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia- B .S. Psychology
Emory University Rollins School of Public Health - MPH

Shalako M. Bradley, D.O.
I would like to give a very special Thanks to my family and friends who have
encouraged me and supported me throughout my life. I absolutely could not
have made it to nor through medical school without the great sacrifices of my
mother, my beautiful children and the mother of my children. I love you all
and my life is sweeter because of each and every one of you. I must also thank
my classmates, teachers, support staff, physicians, nurses, technicians and the
many willing patients who allowed me to grow during my medical education.
I truly appreciate your patience, time, mentorship, motivation and the kick in
the pants to help me reach the next level. I am standing on the broad shoulders
of so many great people and I am eternally grateful for all of your help.
Finally, I must Thank my Lord and Savior for guiding all of my steps and
leading me down this noble path to serve my fellow man. I am truly Blessed.
Congratulations to the Class of 2012.

Hometown: Montgomery, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Alabama State University- Bachelor of Science
Xavier University of Louisiana- Masters of Arts

Susan Choe, D.O.
I

Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you;
bind them around_your neck; write them on the tablet
of your heart. Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
straight your paths. Proverbs 3: 3, 5-6

..._I____.._.I
Hometown: Buford, GA, USA
Undergraduate Education: University of Florida, Bachelor of Arts in Food Science and Human Nutrition

Brandon Cole, D.O.
blurb

I
Hometown:
Undergraduate Education:

Michele Sharifzadeh Cox, D.O.

"In the name of God, most Gracious , most Merciful"
Iwant to dedicate this to my loving husband, children, parents, family and friends that
have given so much to support me on this long journey. We have travelled this road
together and there is no way that I would have been able to do this without you all.
Elliana and Phoenix, my little rays of sunshine, thank you for being such wonderful
little kids, keeping me grounded, reminding me of what is most important, and
bringing such joy to my life. Brian, my superman, there are not enough words to
express how much you have done for our family. You have a heart of gold. I am ever
so blessed to share my life with you. Mom and Dad, I am forever indebted to you both.
The love and kindness that you exude is like none other. I am grateful that you could
shower Elliana and Phoenix with that same love you have given me all these years.
Sheena, Sara, Abboss, Ameer, and Steven, thank you for helping to raise them in such
awonderful family, especially when I could not be there. I love you all so much !

I
Hometown: Lawrenceville, GA
Undergraduate Education: Augusta State University, Bachelor's of Science in Biology

Joey Dollar, D.O.

It has been a long road to get to this point & I would have never
made it had it not been for the love and support of my wife Pamela "
and my other family and friends. I want to thank them for all of "
the support that they have given me along the way. I would also y
like to thank my fellow classmates, we fought this battle together
and helped each other through the hard times & celebrated
together in the victories. Thanks to everyone who helped me get
here along the way & congratulations to my fellow class mates and 1
friends.

Hometo"rn: Lagrange, Georgia
Undergraduate. Education: Columbus State University, Columbus GA. B.S. Biology
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Christine A. Dorman, D.O.
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD,
"plans to prosper yo"u and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11

Thank you Mom and Dad for all your love and support.

I
· Columbus, GA
________ ,. ,_,__ .__te Education: University of Georgia BA History

james Lauren Dowling, D.O.

To my family: Thank you! I would not have been able to successfully complete thi!
milestone without all your support, understanding, guidance and prayers. The thing! 1
I have accomplished in life would not have been possible without all of you. Thank
you Mom, Dad, Laure, Merna, Babe, N army and all the extended family and friends!
"Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do
it." - Ezra 10:4
To my classmates: We have faced a lot in our four years together; long hours, stress
sleep deprivation, scut work, and faced trails together, both literally and figuratively.
All in all, we have had many great moments and memories. I started medical school
with classmates, but graduate with brothers and sisters.

1

"Study while others are sleeping; work while others are loafing; prepare while others
are playing; and dream while others are wishing."- William Arthur Ward.

Hometown: Waycross, Georgia United States
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Southern University, Bachelors of Science

Jonathan W. Dunn, D.O.
What an amazing journey. I could not have accomplished any of this
without my wonderful wife, Stephanie. Your love and laughter
continue to lift my spirits and encourage me to move forward.
Thank you for ten wonderful years of marriage and giving me the
most beautiful baby girl. We are one step closer to seeing every
dream and desire come to pass. What a tremendous example of
God's blessing over our lives. I can't wait to see what the years
ahead have in store for our family.

I
Hometown: Alpharetta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia State University

I
Bachelor's of Science in Psychology

Robert L. Elgin , D.O.

I am unbelievably grateful to my friends and
family, without whom I never would have been able
to make it through these past four years. To my
mother especially, I love you and thanks for making
me finish.

[
Hometown: Rolla Missouri
Undergraduate Education: Miami University, BA Zoology

"No matter what you've done for yourself or for humanity, if you can 't look back on having

Stevie "5 Stars" Figiel, D.O.

given love and attention to your own family, what have you really accomplished?"
- Elbert Hubbard

To my sister, Christine: We have shared more laughs and smiles than most people
experience in a lifetime. I have always admired you as a role-model and owe much of
my success to you. From Montessori to medical school, you motivated me to strive for
excellence and helped me achieve it along the way. You continue to impress me with
each passing day. I am so proud of you. I love you with all of my heart.
To my parents, Gary and Linda: Thank you for your guidance, advice, teaching and
unconditional love. Thank you for always providing me with the finest education and
every possible opportunity to explore, dream, and discover. Most importantly, thank
you for the greatest gift in the world, two parents who always believed in me. I love
you more than words can describe.
To Tootsie, Pogo, Cash, & Junebug: Thanks for always being there to fill my days with
laughs, love and kisses.

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia United States of America
Undergraduate Education: The University of Miami, FL
Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Biology

Mtchael E. Frankhn, D.O.

Hook 'em Horns!

Hometown: Austin, TX
Undergraduate Education: The University of Texas, B.S. Kinesiology- Health Promotion and Fitness

Lindsey Gainey,
I am very lucky, I have a mother, father, and brother
who love me with all of their being. My boyfriend
and his parents have always supported me and have
faith in me. I am extreJ?ely fortunate and would like
to thank my friends and all those who helped me
along the way.

Hometown: Cayce, SC .U nited States
Undergraduate Education: University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC

D~~O.

Jim M. Gardner, D.O.
Medical school has been a long and tedious process.
I have had a lot of support along the way and I
would have not made it without my friends and
family. I hope to continue my education and be the
best doctor possible for others and myself.

~------------------~~·
Hometown: Birmingham, AL
Undergraduate Education: Auburn University I Biomedical Sciences
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Michael J. Gioia, Ill, D.O.
I want to thank everyone who has supported and
believed in me over the past four years, especially
my parents, brothers, and Ashley. I could not have
done it without you all.

Hometown: Boca Raton, FL
Undergraduate Education: University of Notre Dame, Bachelor of Arts in Economics

Richard L. Glover Jr., D.O., M.P.H
I'm finally here ! After a long arduous path, God has blessed me
with my dream of becoming a physician. Thank you to all of the
people who have helped me in some form- my parents,
grandparents, sisters, brothers, wife, friends, in-laws, classmates
and most important! y, God.
QuotesNever judge your success based upon the shortcomings of others.
Yet, stand in the mirror tomorrow and ask yourself are you a better
person than today. That's the true measure of success-RLG

Hometown: Augusta, GA USA
Undergraduate Education: Georgia State University- B.A Sociology/ Pre-medicine
Indiana University-Master of Public Health

Kemoria QueenAdel Granberry,
1

1

1

I share this moment with those who have meant most to me. You gave me permission to dream
and I am who I am because of it.
Ma, we're here. You are the women, the person, I hope to become. I know what Unconditional
means because that is how you love me. I know Beauty because you are her personified. I
know Perseverance because your example has shown me its worth. I know Strength because it
is impossible to be yours, and it not rub off.
Da, your love has meant the world to me. You carved a place in your heart for me, a place I fit
just right.
Leslie, Davin, Lance, you three are the best brothers a girl could ask for. I l?ve you dearly. I
am grateful for your influence in my life. You were my heroes growing up and you have not
disappointed as adults.
In Eleanor Roosevelt's column "My Day" she said "People grow through experience if they
meet life honestly and courageously. That is how character is built". I am so excited to continue
meeting life this way. Thank you for giving me the courage to do so.

I
Hometown: Miami, Florida, United States of America
Undergraduate Education: North Park University- Bachelor of Science in Biology

Robert C. Greer V, D.O.

''Doctors is all swabs''
Capt. Long John Silver

Hometown: Palm Beach Gardens FLorida
Undergraduate Education: The "U" University of Miami- English Litera
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Alison Guerrero, D.O.
My family- Thank you for putting up with me for so long ... for always believing in
me ... for letting me go and always taking me back ... for accepting me for who I am .. .

FOR YOUR UNCONDITIONAL LOVE. I cannot even begin to express to you how
happy it makes me t o finally make you guys proud of me
1

Turtles & Co- Thank you guys for welcoming me into your nest.. . for your support...
for your love ... for your words of encouragement when I needed them the most.

My Lobster- I would not have been able to do this without you. Thank you for always
' always always being there . . . for picking me up when I was down . . . for making me run
when I wanted to walk ... for loving me ... for making me feel beautiful. . .for doing the
dishes and throwing away the sponges. RA WR!

)

)

My friends- Thanks for all of the great times and unforgettable memories.

I

l

Hometown: Chalmette, La
Undergraduate Education: University of Louisiana at Monroe, Bachelors of Science

Sheranda Carol Gunn, D.O.
"Nothing in the world can take the place of Persistence.
Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent.
Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan 'Press On' has solved and
always will solve the problems of the human race."' -Calvin Coolidge
Thank you to all the wonderful family and friends that have done such an amazing job of
showing pure LOVE. The road was windy and rough at times, but you never left my side. A
special thank you to my parents Gary & Christy Gunn and my better half Charles Nolan, Jr.
With the love & support from all of my friends and family, my dreams can come true.
To those that watch from heaven, I wish you were here, but I know you smile down with
pride & joy. Doris & LB Gunn, Parvin Walker and Dr. Pifer.
I LOVE YOU ALL, more than words can say ...

Hometown: Gallatin Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: Western Kentucky University, BS Biology

Hillery Summer Hall, D.O.
Never argue with a fool, he will drag you down to
his level and beat you with experience.
Nothing is impossible with hard work, good friends,
and a lot of prayer. I have certainly been blessed!

[
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Hometown: Macon, GA, USA
Undergraduate Education: Valdosta State University, BS Biology, minor in Chemistry
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Essi I. Harju, D.O.
"Don't aim for success if you want it; just do what you love and believe in,
and it will come naturally" -David Frost
Class of 201 2, we made it! It seems like just yesterday we were walking in to
the lecture hall nai:ve to the journey we were about to embark upon. But
countless lectures, exams, anatomy labs, foosball games, clinical rotations,
and four years later, I can truly say I wouldn't change it for the world. To my
fellow classmates, go out and be the great doctors we were all trained to be.
To my family and friends , I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart
for being there for me every step of the way. I could not have done it without
your love and support. I love you all!

Hometown: Kotka, Finland
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia B.S. Psychology/Biology

I_

Rajkamal "Raj" Nian Harricharan Singh, D.O.
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Parrottsville, TN, USA
graduate Education: East Tennessee State University, B.S. Biology
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Christie Hirsch..;Reilly, D.O.

Hometown: Bethlehem, NC
Undergraduate Education: Wingate University, BS

Daniel Hohler, D.O.

Thank you to all the GAPCOM'ers who loved and supported me through a
storm of incompetence and injustice. As much of a pain it was, I loved every
minute of spending it with you all, almost as much as you loved taking
pictures of me. On a scale of 1 to Daniel all of you guys definitely deserve a
Daniel for putting up with all my capers and shenanigans, and you are
welcome for giving the south a touch of what awesomeness is really like. I
hope I lightened all of your lives with my winning smile. I know many of you
needed a GPS after you got lost in my blue eyes. Much like we needed an
iPhone GPS to navigate a boat on the ocean. I'm sorry, I can't help these
things. I warred, I fought, I won, and I did it because many of you fought by
my side. I'll always cherish that. I will always be proud of my school for their
greatness and always doing the right thing ... You know. USC. Fight On! Go
Cali, The Pacific Ocean owns The Atlantic Lake, I have a 100% win rate ... In
GAPCOM Fantasy Football. Peace Out!

Hometown: Carmel Valley, California
Undergraduate Education: University of Southern California, BA Biology and Anthropology

Huma Majid Hosain, D.O.
"There's a difference between interest and commitment. When you're interested
in doing something, you do it only when it's convenient. When you're
committed to something, you accept no excuses; only results." - K. B.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to my Lord, Allah,
and my family . Thank you for providing me with unconditional love and
support throughout. Thank you for understanding my interest/love of Medicine
and thank you for allowing me to make it into a commitment. I am sincerely
grateful for everything. Thank you!

Love,
Hum a

.I
Hometown: Duluth, GA
Undergraduate Education: Undergrad: Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech)
Degree: Pre-Med, Information Technology Management
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Nathan M. Kalter, D.O.

"The doctor of the future will give no medicine but
will interest his patients in the care of the human
frame, in diet and in the cause and prevention of
disease. '' ,.._;Thomas Edison

Hometown: Parkland, ·p L
Undergraduate Education: University of Florida, Bachelor of Science in Microbiology and Cell Science
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Brendan
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I thank my family for always keeping me on track and not letting me get
distracted. I owe them more than I can ever repay. I'm grateful to fellow
classmates for helping me out along the way and keeping things in perspective.
Our class has some of the coolest people. I want to especially thank Kristie.
She always helped me when I needed it the most. She's the best. Thanks to Dr.
B for always taking the time to help with any problems, Dr. Wannamaker for
keeping it real, and Stacy for calming us down before lab practicals. I am so
glad to be back in Georgia and will always call it home. I feel so lucky to be
where I am. By the way, I think GA-PCOM should use its extra space to open
up a Chick-Fil-A and Starbucks in the back with a double drive-thru. That
would be awesome.

I
Hometown: Harrisburg, P A
Undergraduate Education: The Pennsylvania State University- B.S. Science, 2004

J. Knowles, D.O.

Kaitlin Kobaitri , D.O.

"You have brains in your head. You have feet in
your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction
you choose. You're on your own. And you know
what you kno'N. You are the one who'll decide
where to go."
--Dr. Seuss

Hometown: Pembroke Pines, Florida
Undergraduate Education: University of Florida Major- Nutritional Sciences
Minor- Family, Youth & Community Sciences .

Veda Lakshmi Koneru, D.O.

Hometown:
Undergraduate Education: SUNY at Stonybrook- Biochemistry, B .S

Clinton G. Lauritsen, D.O.
Thank you so much to my family and friends for your
unconditional support and understanding. You were pivotal in
making the last few years an amazing experience. I've grown
immensely and learned more about myself than ever before. From
the new relationships I've formed, to those who have been there all
along, I cherish all of you more than anything else in my life. I
love you and can 't thank you enough.
Clint

Hometown: Cartersville, 'GA, United States
Undergraduate Education: The University of Georgia B.S. in Microbiology

Michelle LoMonaco, D.O.

My sincerest thanks to my family and friends for
your unwavering support and encouragement.
I
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Hometown: Augusta, GA, USA
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia, Bachelors of Science in Biology

Phillip Howell Mills, D.O.
Thank you to my amazing wife, Kristyn, for supporting me
throughout these strenuous years and for being by my side during
the good and the bad. I couldn't have done it without you. Thank
you to my family as well as my new family, the McNew's, for
believing in me and supporting me through this journey. You all
made the past four years much more bearable through your
encouragement and support.
I am very excited to start my new career in medicine and I wish all
the luck to my fellow classmates in their future careers as well.

I-Iometown: Marietta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Kennesaw State University, Bachelor of Science- Biology

-------------------------------------------------~-------------- - - - -

Peyton Moon, D.O.

''I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me'' Philippians 4:13

Hometown: Houston, TX
Undergraduate Education: Emory University, Bachelor of Arts

Meghan K. Morris-Mitchell Tape, D.O.
Looking back, it was worth every sleepless night and every vacation missed
because ultimately I have reached my goal of becoming a doctor, a dream that I
have had since childhood. This success is not my own. It is shared by all of
those who have supported me on this journey. I couldn 't have asked for a more
amazing family or friends. Without you I would not be here. I love you all. I
want to especially thank the love of my life, Larry, for always believing in me
and making me strive to be my best, not for anyone else, but for myself. I love
you.
We have now closed a chapter in our lives and our about to open a new one.
Congratulations to Class of 2012! I wish you all the best!

=-=- .: . -:J
Hometown: Syracuse, NY
Undergraduate Education: Northeastern University, Boston, MA Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology

George Joseph Myers, IV. , D.O .

L
Hometown: Macon, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Southern University, Bachelor of Science in Biology

I

!

.i
!

-

- - - - - - -- --

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - ------- -

-

------- -

-

J. Nathaniel Palmer, D.O.
The past four years have been a combination of struggles and
successes. I could not have completed medical school without the
love and support from my fiance, Daniela, and the support from my
caring family and friends. I want to thank them all for everything
they have done for me. I am looking forward to what is ahead and
excited to move on to the next stage in my life.

Hometown: Mechanicsville, VA
ndergraduate Education: James Madison University, BS, Biology

Brandon M. Paritz, D.O.

I would like to thank my family and friends for
their support over the last four year. I also would
like to give a super duper thanks to my wife Robyn
for grueling out the last four years.It's over, finally!

Hometown: Miami, Florida USA
Undergraduate Education: Stetson University B.A. in Psychology

Tejal Patel, D.O.

r

Thank you to my family and all my friends and
classmates for all the support over the years ! I will
never forget the good times we have spent over the
past four years. It has been great!
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Hometown: Columbus, GA, USA
Undergraduate Education: Emory University, Bachelor of Science, Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology

Isaac C. Payne, D.O.

These last four years have taught me determination
and perseverance. It has been a difficult journey. I
would not have been able to succeed in fulfilling
my dream of becoming a physician without the
unconditional support from my family and friends.
Thank you !

Hometown: Louisville, KY
. Undergraduate Education: University of Kentucky- B.S. in Biology

Richard James Pearson, Jr, D.O., J.D., Ph.D.

1

"Life isn't one straight line. Most of us have to be transplanted, like a tree, before
we · blossom."~ Louise Nevelson (Russian born American Abstract Expressionist Sculptor, 19001988)
The abpve quote by Louise Nevelson eloquently depicts my journey (or transplantation!) from
Biotech Patent Attorney up to now, where I plan to integrate Child Neurology clinical practice,
research focused on sports neurology and pediatric vascular neurology, teaching medical
students/residents, and child advocacy as my life's work. I have absolutely no regrets about the
arduous and twisting course that I have taken to reach this point. My development as a person,
husband, father, and professional is due in large part to the sum total of my previous experiences and
relationships. I would not be the person I am today without a strong, supportive, and loving family.
My Father, who was an Army veteran and successful businessman and entrepreneur, and my Mother,
who taught me that 12-15 hour days are the "norm," instilled a strong work ethic in me at a very
early age and encouraged me to follow my passion. My wife of 26 years and four children- Brandi,
Heather, RJ, and Carli- are a constant source of strength, support, joy, and pride for me. They are
my Rock. I feel that I have been blessed in so many ways. It is now time- as Louise Nevelson
stated- to "blossom" in Child Neurology.

Hometown: Marietta, GA, USA
Undergraduate Education: Kennesaw State University- B.S. (Biology)
University of Alabama School of Law- J.D. (Law)
University of Alabama at Birmingham- Ph.D. (Cell Biology)

Ngoc B. Phan, D.O.

The road through medicine has. been long and hard,
, but not possible without the support of family.

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia State University Bachelor of Science in Biology with a Chemistry
Minor

Juan Antonio Plazarte, , D.O.

I want to thank the Lord Jesus Christ, my sister Monica, my wife
Donna, my parents Juan Francisco and Rosalina, and my many
mentors ... those who always believed in me and never discouraged
me from continuing this very difficult path.

Hometown: Gainesville, GA, USA
Undergraduate Education: North Georgia College and State University, Bachelorette in Science,.·
Chemistry

Ryan Christopher Price, D.O.

Thank you to my wife, my baby Catherine, my parents, my siblings, and my
friends. Without your support and God's grace, I could never have
successfully completed this chapter of my life.

I
Hometown: Columbus·, GA
Undergraduate Education: University of Geor

C.J. Rolison, IV, D.O.
· This has been a fun and fast four years and I am so thankful to have shared it
1 with my fellow classmates. We 've enjoyed some good times, from fooseball
games between classes to the white coat ceremony, and the stress of taking
boards and getting ready for the match to now to be able to graduate and
become physicians. I am also grateful for the support of my family and friends.
1
My parents have been so helpful throughout my entire education and I' m not
sure how I could've gotten this far without them. And by having so many of
my friends from UGA nearby, I've been able relax and enjoy some Georgia
football games with them.
Although this concludes another step in my education, it just the start of what
the future holds as I enter residency and get closer to really beginning my
career.

Hometown: Cleveland, TN
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia, Athens Bachelor of Art, Music, Bachelor of Science,
Biology

David August Schulte Jr, D.O.

I want to thank all those that supported me through medical
school: my parents, Dave and Antoinette Schulte; my fiance Leslie
O'Reilly; my good friends and class mates, Andria Painter and
Christy Stover. I also want to thank the educators and support
staff that made GA-PCOM a fantastic learning experience

Hometown: Augsburg, West Germany
Undergraduate Education: Augusta State University Bachelors of Science in Biochemistry

Kena Shah, D.O.

1

"What I am today is Gods gift to me, but what I will be tomorrow
will be my gift to God."

J
Hometown: Charlotte, NC
Undergraduate Education: Undergraduate Degree- B.S. Biology (Honors)

Rani A. Shah, D.O.
Medical school was a long journey, filled with tough and fun times
and now that I am nearing the end of this chapter of my life, I am
so grateful for the endless love and support from my friends and
family. It is because of you all that I was able to complete this
stage of my life and start a new one. Thanks so much and I love
you all!

Hometown: Cleveland, OH, USA
Undergraduate Education: Youngstown State University, Bachelors of Science in Biology
Graduate: GA-PCOM Post-Baccalaureate, Certificate of Biomedical Sciences

Jamie L. Cashell, D.O.
They say that behind every great man is a great woman. Well; it goes both ways. I
can't imagine my life without my husband, Doug Cashell, or the wisdom and serenity
he imparted to me on a daily basis. Similarly, behind every great medical student is a
great support network. My father, Jim Sherman, has been behind me every step of the
way, and I know my beautiful mother Lorraine is cheering me on in heaven. My sister
Lani Sylvan told me once never to lose my dream, and I like to think that I'm still on
the right path. David and Lynn Cashell have given me more than just a roof over my
head during rotations in Philadelphia; they've seen me at my most stressed, heard my
stories of extraordinarilr sick and dying patients, fed me well, and taken me in as a true
member of the family, and for that I couldn't be more thankful. I have been blessed
with loving family, supportive friends, and terrific preceptors that, in some cases, have
become great and hopefully lifelong friends. This journey has not ended; indeed, it has
spawned a wonderful new beginning.

[
Hometown: Pilesgrove, NJ, USA
Undergraduate Education: Drew University- B.S.
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David E Shupe, D.O.

It has always been my dream to become a doctor, even back when
I had no idea what it would entail. I have only made it as far as I
have by the grace of God, and because of the people that have
believed in me, specifically my parents and my wife. When I
would stumble, they would pick me up. I hope to give back to my
patients as much as has been given to me.

Hometown: Kennesaw, Ga, U.S.A
Undergraduate Education: University Of Georgia, Bachelors of Science, Biology

Carolyn R. Smallwood, D.O., M.P.H
Thank you Benjamin Smallwood. You have supported me in this effort beyond any expectation. You are
the best friend, husband, and father in the world. You inspire me and honor me with your love. Thank you
for being a faithful and godly man. I love you . I am so thankful to be your wife. Ill follow you anywhere.
To my son, Sharpe. I am so grateful for your life, and your presence in our family. We're glad you are
along for this adventure - _ Its going to be wonderful!
Mom, Lee, Nancy, Sparky, Emily, Will, Kasey, Amanda, Caleb, Blair, Alana, and Alexus- Your prayers.
love, and support are priceless gifts. God blesses me each day to be part of your family. You are each so
precious to me, and deserve a million " thanks" for your patience and love.
To all of my medical school friends and professors: you have been so dear to me on this journey. Thank
you all for teaching me and growing with me every step of the way. Thank you especially, Connie and
Michele for helping with labor and delivery. My family will never forget your friendship.
My truest thanks, the overflow from my grateful heart, go to the Lord - Jesus Christ. Graduation from
medical school is just another piece of all the things I have to be thankful for. My health, my family and
friends, having clothes and food and a place to live are wonderful, indescribable gifts - Thank you. Thank
you mostly for the gift of your love, for saving me from myself and allowing me to have a relationship
with you, peace in my heart, and the promise of Heaven. I am so very thankful!

I
Hometown: West Palm Beach, FL - USA
Undergraduate Education: BS - Cultural Anthropology - Toccoa Falls College
Minor- Behavioral Science
Master of Public Health- A.T. Still University

Catherine Lee Spiker , D.O.

Thank you mom and dad for all of the opportunities you have
provided me. I would not be where I am today if it wasn't for your
continuous love and support. I love you! !!
Thank you Chris and Cindy for your fellowship and support. I am
very proud of both of your achievements.

[
Hometown: Birmingham, Alabama, USA ·
Undergraduate Education: Birmingham-Southern College; Bachelor ofScience
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Nathan Starr, D.O.

Medical school was an arduous and rewarding experience. My
success would not have been possible without the help of my family
and friends. I am especially grateful for my parents' unconditional
love and support. Thanks for everything!

.,...___ _

______.

Hometown: Rome, GA
Undergraduate Education: Mercer University; B.S. in Biology

· Best ·of luck Class
· of 2012 ... from all
.·o f us at PCOM-

. GA!!!!!!!
.We are all so very
proud of you! !!

98

William D. Stembridge, D.O. ·

Thank you to my family and friends who have
supported me through this endeavor, you mean the
world to me.

Hometown: Peachtree Comers, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Furman University, Bachelor of Science in Biology

Christy S. Stover, D.O.

''Life is like a box of
chocolates ........ "
~Forest

r
Hometown: Lakeland, FL,"USA
Undergraduate Education: University of South Florida, B.S. Biomedical Science .
· College, A.A. Medical
Hillsborough

_ I___,.
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Ryan R. Swift, D.O.

' Thanks so much to my family - Mom and Dad, Tim
and Jonathan, and my beautiful wife Jessica. Without
your support! never would have even attempted this!
I love you all!

Hometown: Las Vegas, NM (NEW MEXICO!), USA
Undergraduate Education: University of Colorado at Boulder - BA, Biology

Kaori P. Tanaka, D.O., M.S.P.H.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Lord for blessing
me with family and friends who have supported and encouraged
me throughout all these years. Thank you for not letting me give
· up on my dreams. Without you I would not have been able to
achieve my goal of becoming a doctor.
Thank you and I love you'all!!
-Kaori

[
Hometown: Coppell, TX USA
Undergraduate Education: University of Dallas, B.S. - Biochemistry, Minor__. Spanish
. Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, M.S.P.H.
- Tropical Medicine, Concentration ,- Parasitology
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Meghan K. Taylor, D.O.

1

1

Thank you to my friends and family who have endured four long
years of medical school with me and supported me along the way. I
love you all!
"If the world were merely seductive, that would be easy. If it were
merely challenging, that would be no problem. But I arise in the
morning tom between a desire to improve the world and a desire to
enjoy the world. This makes it hard to plan the day. " - E.B. White

Hometown: Friendswood, TX, USA
Undergraduate Education: University of Texas at San Antonio/ Biology, PreMed

Brett R. Tidwell, D.O.

Thank you to my family for your love and constant support. Mom
and Dad, you have always encouraged me and given me more than
you will ever know. To my best friend and wife, thank you for
, walking by my side on this journey, and for inspiring me
everyday.

I :- ::
Hotnetown: Dothan, AL ,
Undergraduate Education: University of South Alabama B.A.
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Annie Toung Garaghty, D.O.

Dear Family & Friends,
Thank you! I would not be who I am and where I am without your
love and support over the past several years! I want you to know
how much I value your presence in my life.
Love,
Annie

Hometown: Carrollton, Texas
Undergraduate Education: The University of Texas at Dallas, Bachelor of Science

~------~~----~

ltauma M. Udosen, D.O.
Wow! This has truly been a life changing experience for me on my journey in life.
Every area of my life has been put to the test only to reveal a more polished me. It
would be easy to say that I did this, but I would be misspeaking. In retrospect, I have
realized that God has placed many 'nuggets' of support, guidance, love and
friendship in my life in the form of my family, friends, professors and classmates.
There is no way I could have done this without them.
, My family is amazing-Mom, Ini, Andrew-you all are the best family anyone could
ever ask for! Mom, thank you for being my cheerleader, my help, my reality check,
my friend.
It is amazing how life works. We are all her for a reason; we are made to coexist.
Once we figure out our purpose in life and live in it, we find ourselves-our work-self
gratifying and vital to others. This is what makes our life, our journey, a beautiful
thing.

1._
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Hometown: Dallas, Georgia (USA)
Undergraduate Education: The University of Georgia/B .S. Ed in Exercise Science (2004)
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine-GA Campus/ Certificate in Biomedical Sciences (2008)

Jeremy Walker, D.O.
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Hometown:
Undergraduate Education:
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Kevin Ward, D.O.
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I would like to thank all of the following for without them none of this would have been
possible:
Mom- What can I say . .. .I'm a mama 's boy and always will be. Thanks for being such a
loving and dependable mom who I always turned to when things got tough. You always knew
what to say and when to say it.
Dad- Not only are you a great father but you are also one of my best friends . Your love and
support have been second to none and without it I would not be where I am today. I hope that
I can be as good of a father, husband, and friend as you have been.
Ashley - Simply put, you are the best sister that God ever put on this earth. You have been
such an amazing inspiration to me through the years and for that I am eternally grateful.
Christine - You are the best thing to ever happen to me. You are my soul mate, my best
friend, my rock, and the love of my life. The past 2 years have been the best ever and I look
forward to spending the rest of my life with you.
Will, George, Steven, Isaac, Brandon, Erik, Kaori - Thanks to you all for being such great
friends over the past four years. I am so blessed to have met you all and look forward to
being friends with you for the rest of my life. Good luck to you all

Hometown: Rossville, Georgia, U.S.A.
Undergraduate Education: Valdosta State University - Bachelor of Science in Biology

Chong Yang, D.O.

·I...________.]
Hometown: Lawrenceville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia State University, Bachelor of Science, Psychology

Erik Zarandy, D.O.
"Well, what can I say, I graduated. It' s over, I did it. And I know most of you are
saying, "Hey, any idiot can do that." Well, itwas tough for me, SO BACK OFF!
Sorry, sorry about that. Ya-hoo! Ya-hoo for school! Ya-hoo for me!"
-Billy Madison
Ya-hoo especially for my amazing, and loving family ... mom, dad, Michelle Barbie,
Jose and those little babies. Thanks so much for all the support! And to my beautiful
Joy and her wonderful family! All of you have.ma~e these four years much more
tolerable and less crazy! !!
And to my Boys in the graduating class of 2012, there is no doubt in my mind that
you will all do great things in life! These four years have flown by, but I know our
friendships will last a lifetime!!!

Hometown: Miami, FL, USA
Un
ate Education: University of Florida, B.S., Microbiology and Cell Sciences

Now Officially A
Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine! !

......-------.
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_Dear Class of 2012-
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The last four years has been a true journey for you all. It all began
with your acceptance into Ga-PCOM and then your first two years of
classroom learning, where you then moved into clinical rotations. _ A~ ' .
all of this occurred you were bogged down with more knowledge than
you knew what to do with at times. You felt frustrated and angry, had
....---. times of fun and joy, maybe were overwhelmed and wondered why
you were doing this.
·Then graduation ... you made it and your medical education at GaPCOM is complete ... but the learning never ends. As you journey into
your designated fields of medicine, remember all that you did to get
··.· where you are. Its a huge accomplishment and one that you should be
very proud to have achieved. you r new abilities and the differences-~
that you will make in the community is why you did all of this.
I hope that this yearbqok can remind you of all of that and who was
- · on this path with you. You are now Doctors of Osteopathic
.,
. Medicine!!! I wish you all the best and hope that you will re.memb~r
:' those of us that are following in your footsteps and be great leaders in
the medical community.
'

·, .

•
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Best Wishes,
(
Saundra Halseth
. Editor Ga-PCOM yearbook
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